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Ecology determined that the following list shall be used to amend any enforceable 
documents, including codes, ordinances, director’s rules, public rules and/or manuals, to be 
functionally equivalent to Appendix I in the Western Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit (effective August 1, 2024) and the required portions of Ecology’s 2024 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.  

1. New Development and Redevelopment Project Thresholds: The thresholds for applying
the Minimum Requirements to new development and redevelopment projects have
been updated in the SWMMWW. The threshold updates are at both the “Project Level”
and the “TDA Level”.

• Project Level - Redevelopment Thresholds / Road Related Projects
The updated threshold for road related projects states that all Minimum
Requirements apply to the new and replaced hard surfaces and converted
vegetation areas if the project adds 5,000 square feet of new plus replaced hard
surfaces AND the new plus replaced hard surfaces total 50% or more of the
existing hard surfaces on the Site (underline shows the new language).

• Project Level - Redevelopment Thresholds / Commercial or Industrial Projects
The updates include a new threshold for commercial or industrial Sites. The new
threshold states that all Minimum Requirements apply to the new and replaced
hard surfaces and converted vegetation areas if the new plus replaced hard
surfaces total 50% or more of the existing hard surfaces within the Site.

• TDA Level - Minimum Requirement 6 (Runoff Treatment)
The updated TDA threshold within Minimum Requirement 6 states that Runoff
Treatment BMPs must be provided for TDAs that have a total of 2,000 square
feet or more of pollution-generating hard surface (PGHS), The previous version
of this threshold referred to 5,000 square feet of PGHS.

See I-3.3 Applicability of the Minimum Requirements and I-3.4.6 MR6: Runoff Treatment 
in the 2024 SWMMWW. 
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2. Pavement Maintenance Project and Underground Utility Project Exemptions: The text 
describing the exemptions for Pavement Maintenance Projects and Underground Utility 
Projects has been updated in the SWMMWW to ensure project scope does not exceed 
the intention of these limited exemptions.  
The updated text clarifies that the exemptions may only be used if the only purpose of 
the project is for pavement maintenance or underground utility work (depending on the 
exemption). The entire project must be for the sole purpose of maintaining pavement 
area or installing or maintaining an underground utility. Redevelopment work or 
changing the characteristic of the roadway are not considered pavement maintenance, 
and do not qualify for the pavement maintenance exemption. Underground utility work 
that is part of a new or redevelopment project that also includes other disturbed areas 
does not qualify for the underground utility project exemption. 
See I-3.2 Exemptions in the 2024 SWMMWW. 

3. Wetland Hydroperiod Protection Method 2: The hydroperiod protection requirements 
for Criteria 2 in Method 2 have been updated in the SWMMWW. The updates include an 
increase from 15% to 20% allowable monthly discharge volume deviations during 
October, November, and December, and an “allowable exception” for summer months. 

See I-C.4 Wetland Hydroperiod Protection in the 2024 SWMMWW. 

4. Light Rail Tracks: The SWMMWW has been updated to identify Light Rail tracks (both 
elevated and non-elevated) as a pollution generating impervious surface. Light Rail 
tracks are also identified as a site type that requires metals treatment. 

See the Glossary and III-1.2 Choosing Your Runoff Treatment BMPs in the 2024 
SWMMWW. 

5. Source Control BMPs - PCB Edits: The following Source Control BMPs in the SWMMWW 
have been updated to include guidance for preventing pollution from PCBs in building 
materials: 

• S424 BMPs for Roof / Building Drains at Manufacturing and Commercial 
Buildings 

• S431 BMPs for Washing and Steam Cleaning Vehicles / Equipment / Building 
Structures 

• S438 BMPs for Construction Demolition 

• S451 BMPs for Building Repair, Remodeling, Painting, and Construction) 

6. Bioretention: The guidance within the BMP T7.30: Bioretention has been updated in 
the SWMMWW to include the option to use the High Performance Bioretention Soil Mix 
(HPBSM). The design guidance was also updated to clarify the design infiltration rate to 
use for all three bioretention soil mix options. 
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